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Definitions

I define liberal and conservative in their current (2017) connotation. This is likely to be a problem, since many of the measures extend back
in time. For example, in the early 20th century, the democratic party was in favor of racial segregation. Would this be labeled as “liberal” or
“conservative”? Also, these definitions can evolve: for example, “conservatives” in 1980 may have opposed interracial marriage, but do they
currently? How much bias should be carried over from the past, and how much should we conflate “conservative” with “republican” (for
example, differentiating Republican policy from Libertarian policy, which may be two strands of generally ‘conservative’ thought).

An alternative definition, which I also include, is a very strict “size and scope of government” definition. Any government regulation or
law is considered expanding the size or scope of government. For example, both restricting abortion rights and expanding welfare access would be
considered ‘liberal” here, since the first is increasing the scope of government jurisdiction and the second is increasing the size of
government assistance. This is, I think, a more rigorous definition, but it does sacrifice some of the intuitiveness that comes with using a
more relevant definition.

For binary indicators, I label the indicator with whatever side a “1”” would represent. For continuous or ordinal indicators, I label the
indicators with whatever side is represented by an increase.

Description of fields

First definition: Conventional definition based on the intuitive definition of liberal/conservative
Second definition: Strict size/scope based definition of liberal/conservative

Binary: Whether or not the variable is binary

Date Marker: Whether the variable spans the dates of interest (1990-2014).

- Full = full date range

- “Connected and Full” = full date range, but spanning over two variables
- “Watch” = partial date range

- Pre = data ends prior to date range


https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=doi:10.7910/DVN/ZXZMJB
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definition
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dynamic
latent-variable
model to
model 148
policies
collected over
eight decades, NA
the authors
produce a
yeatly measure
of the policy
liberalism of
U.S. states.
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Relying on a
dynamic
latent-variable
model to
model 148
policies
collected over
eight decades,
the authors
produce a
yeatly measure
of the policy
liberalism of
U.S. states.

Relying on a
dynamic
latent-variable
model to
model 148
policies
collected over
eight decades,
the authors
produce a
yeatly measure
of the policy
liberalism of
U.S. states.

NA

NA
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Relying on a
dynamic
latent-variable
model to
model 148
policies
collected over
) A
eight decades,
the authors
produce a
yeatly measure
of the policy
liberalism of
U.S. states.
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Does the state
mandate
counseling
before an
abortion (post-
Casey)?

Did the state
allow abortion
before Roe v.
Wade?

Does the state
require parental
notification or
consent prior to
a minor
obtaining an
abortion?

Does the state
ban late-term or
partial birth
abortions?

Does the state's
Medicaid
system pay for
abortions?

Conservative

Liberal

Conservative

Conservative

Liberal

Liberal
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Liberal

Liberal
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full

watch

full
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Does a state
adopt an age
span provision
into its
statutory rape
law which
effectively
decriminalizes
sexual activity
between
similar-aged
teens?

Has the state
abolished the
death penalty?

Has the state
made
aggravated
animal cruelty a
first- or second-
offense felony?

Does the state
require the
registration
upon purchase
of a beer kegr

Is marijuana
possession a
criminal act?
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Is it legal to use
martijuana for
medical
purposes?

Does the state
have a
minimum legal
drinking age of
21?

Does the state
ban smoking in
all workplaces?

Does the state
ban smoking in
restaurants?

Does the state
have a Zero
Tolerance law
for blood
alcohol levels
<0.02 for
individuals
under age 21?
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Does the state
allow the Ten
Commandment
s to be posted
in educational
institutions?

Does the state
ban corporal
punishment in
schools?

What is the per
capita spending
on public
education per
pupil based on
daily average
attendance?

Does the state
have a
mandatory
moment of
silence period at
the beginning
of each school
day?

What is the per
student subsidy
for higher

education?

Conservative

°e?

Liberal

222
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Liberal
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Liberal

Liberal
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yes

yes

watch

full

watch

full
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Does the state

require a

deposit on

bottles paid by

the consumer °rr Liberal
and refunded

when the

consumer

recycles?

Does the state

adopt

California's Car

emissions

standards Liberal Liberal
(which are

more stringent

than the federal

level)?

Does the state

have a recycling

program for 2P? Liberal
electronic

waste?

Does the state
h . .
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watch
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Does the state
have its own
version of the
federal National
Environmental
Policy Act?

Does the state
have a binding
cap on
greenhouse gas
emissions in the
utility sector?

Does the state
have a public
benefit fund for
renewable
energy and
energy
efficiency?

Does the state
have a tax credit
for residential
solar
installations?

Does the state
allow casinos?

Does the state
have a lottery?
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full

11



Gay Rights Policies

w_gay

nghltji Ban on Disc.

;p:cc Against Gays In
- Public Accomm.

omod

ations

w_gay

rights

_civil  Civil Unions and

union  Gay Marriage

s_mar

riage

w_gay

rights Employment

—empl Disc.

OYME  protections for

nt_dis Gavs

crimi yS

nation

gayrig

hts_h Hate Crimes

atecri  Ban — Gays

mes

gayrig

hts_b Sodomy Ban

an_so

domy

Gun Control Policies

1989-2014

2000-2012

1982-2014

1999-2014

1962-2003

Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

Does the state
ban
discrimination
against gays by
public

accomodations?

Does the state
allow civil
unions or gay
marriage
(ordinal)?

Does the state
forbid
employment
discrimination
on the basis of
sexual
otientation
and/or sexual
identity?

Are hate crimes
explicity illegal
in the state?

Does the state
forbid sodomy?

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

Conservative

Liberal

Conservative

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal
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yes

yes

yes
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watch

full

watch

watch
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Are assault
weapons
banned in the
state?

Liberal Liberal

Does the state
require a
background
check on gun
purchases from
dealers? 1 if Liberal Liberal
background
check required
for handguns; 2
if required for
rifles/long guns

Does the state
require a
background
check on
privately-sold
guns? 1 if Liberal Liberal
background
check required
for handguns; 2
if required for
rifles/long guns

Does the state

have any license

requirements . .
d Liberal Liberal

for

manufacturers

or dealrs?

yes

yes

full

watch

full

full

13



w_gu
ncont
rol_w
aiting
perio
d

gunco
ntrol_
openc
arry

gunco
ntrol_
satnig
htspe
cial_b
an

gunco
ntrol
stand
_your
_grou
nd

Gun Purchases -
Waiting Period

Open Carry Law
for Guns

Saturday Night
Special

Stand your
ground law

1936-2014

1961-2014

1974-2013

1993-2014

Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

Does the state
have a waiting
period for gun
purchases? 1 if
waiting period
required for
handgun or
assault weapon
purchases; 2 if
required for all
gun sales

Is there an
open carry law
for guns?

Does the state
ban **Saturday
Night Special”
handguns?

Does the state
have a ““stand
your ground"

law?

Liberal

°e?

27

Conservative

Liberal

°r?

Liberal

222
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yes

yes
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full

watch

watch
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Does the state
have
registration
requirement for

guns? 1 if

Liberal Liberal

registration
required for
handguns; 2 if
required for
rifles/long guns

Is English the

state's official ~ Conservative  ?r? [Liberal]

language?

Does the state
allow in-state
tuition for Liberal Pr?
illegal

immigrants?

Does the state
ban age P77 Liberal

discrimination?

yes

yes

yes

full

full

watch

watch
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Does the state
have an anti-
injunction law?

Does the state
have collective
bargaining
rights for state
government
employees?

Does the state
have collective
bargaining
rights for local
teachers?

Does the state
ban
discrimination
against disabled
people?

Does the state
have a merit
system for state
employees?

Is the state's
minimum wage
above the
federal level?

222

Liberal

Liberal

222

°e?
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222

e
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e
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?? [Liberal]

Liberal
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yes
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pre
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watch

pre

watch
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Does the state
have a
minimum wage
for men?

Does the state
have a
minimum wage
for women?

Does the state
have prevailing
wage laws?

Is the state a
right-to-work
state?

Does the state
have a pension
system?

222

?2?

27

Conservative

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

°?? [Liberal]

Liberal

yes

yes
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pre

pre

full

full

pre
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Does the state
have a
temporary
disability
insurance
program?

What is the
maximum
weekly amount
of
unemployment
benefits?

Has the state
established
workers
compensation?

Does the state
require
employment
certificates for
child labor (14
and 15)?

What is the age
minors can
drop out of
school (14 —
18)?

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

222
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Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

yes

yes

yes

full

full

pre

pre

pre
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Does the state
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_acts
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Accountant
Licensing

Real Estate
Licensing

Does the state
have anti-
sedition laws?

Does the state
have a forced
sterlization
program?

Does the state
have a law
guaranteeing
grandparents'
visitation
rights?

Are hate crimes
explicity illegal
in the state?
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?2?
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°e?
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°e?
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Liberal
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Urban Housing -
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assisted suicide
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Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

Does the state
have a law
enabling federal
housing aid?

Does the state
provide direct
aid for urban
housing?

Does the state
have a law
permitting
individuals
control over the
use of heroic
medical
treatment in th
event of a
terminal illness?

Are there limits
on damages for
pain and
suffering in
lawsuits?

Does the state
allow physician-
assisted suicide?

Liberal

Liberal

2P

°e?

°e?

Liberal
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e
[Conservative]

Liberal

Conservative

yes

yes

yes
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yes
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watch

watch
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Does a state
have a law
authorizing or
requiring
growth-
management
planning?

Does the state
have a Shield
Law protecting
them from
revealing their
sources?

Does state
prohibit the
passage of rent
control laws in
its cities or
municipalities?

Did the state
pass the
Religious
Freedom
Restoration
Act?

Does the state
constitution
restrict state
debt issuance?

222
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27
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Liberal

e
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e
[Conservative]

Conservative

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

watch

watch

full

watch

pre
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Enables cities
to adopt a
home rule
charter that acts
as the city's
basic governing

222 222

document over
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d . Conservative  Liberal
segregation in

public schools?

yes

yes

yes

yes

pre

full

pre

pre

23



race_i
nterra
cial_
marri
age_b
anned

w_tac
e_disc
_publi
c_acc
omm
odatio

ns2

w_tac
e_disc
_publi
c_acc
omm
odatio
nsl

race_f
air_e
mploy
ment_
comm
ission
s

Ban on
Interracial 1936-1967
Marriage

Banning
discrimination in  1964-2010
public accom.

Banning
d1scr.1m1nat10n i 936.1963
public accom.

(pre-CRA)

Fair
Employment 1945-1964
Laws

Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

Does the state

have a law

banning Conservative  Liberal
interracial

marriages?

Does the state

pass a law (with

adminstrative

enforcement)

banning Liberal Liberal
discrimination

in public

accomodations

(post-CRA)?

Does the state

pass a law (with

adminstrative

enforcement)

banning Liberal Liberal
discrimination

in public

accomodations

(pre-CRA)?

Does the state
have a fair .
PrY Liberal
employment

law?

yes

yes

yes

yes

pre

watch

pre

pre
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Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

race_f
air_e . Does the state
mploy Fair .
ment  Emplov . have a fair
— ~mploymen 1965-2014 employment PP Liberal yes full
comm Laws
ission 1964 faw?
(post-1964) (post-1964)
s_pos
t1964
w_rac Does the state
e_fair Fair Housin ban
_hous 0 COMET 1959 1968 discrimination  Liberal Liberal yes pre
; Private Housing L
ing p in private
rivate housing?
Does the state
race_ ban
boeh Tair Housing - =057 1945 discrimination  Liberal Liberal yes pre
mke_f Public Housing . .
in public
hpub .
housing?
E:)C:}: Fair Housing - Does the state
Urban Renewal  1945-1964 have urban °7? °?? [Liberal] yes pre
mke f
Areas renewal areas?
hurb
Tax Policies
cig ta Does the state
xes_bi Cigarette Tax 1936-1946 have a cigarette  ?2r? Liberal yes pre
nary tax?
. What is the
zcg Cigarette Tax state's tax on a
arette O 1947-2014 P?? Liberal full
taxes Rate pack of

cigarettes?



earne
d_inc
ome_t
axcre
dit

incom
e_taxe

X_tax
_rate_
rich

sales_
taxes_
binar

y_pre
1946

x_sale
s_taxe

X_tax
_burd
en

Earned Income
Tax Credit

Income Tax

Income tax rate
— wealthy

Sales Tax

Sales tax Rate

Tax Burden

1988-2014

1936-2014

1977-2012

1936-1945

1946-2014

1977-2010

Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

Does the state
have an earned
income tax
credit?

Does the state
have an income
tax?

What is the
state individual
income tax rate
for an
individual that
makes more
than 1.5 million
real dollars?

Does the state
have a sales tax?

What is the

sales tax rate?

What is the
state's tax
burden (per
capita taxes/pet
capita income)?

Liberal

Liberal

Conservative

222

°e?

Liberal

?? [Liberal] yes
Liberal yes
Liberal
Liberal yes
Liberal
Liberal

full

full

watch

pre

full

watch
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Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

x_top
g:::erz Top Corporate Whatis the top

p -orp 19412014 corporate tax  Liberal Liberal full
ncom  tax rate

rate?

etaxra
te
:atl)tl;ap(z Corporate Is there a

orpora . .

- P 1936-1940 corporate Liberal Liberal yes pre

ncom Income Tax

income tax?

etax

tat Is th . .
eSte  potate Tax 2009-2014 stherea state 1 iberal Liberal yes watch
_tax estate tax?

Transportation Policies

transp
ortati
on_co Controlled Controlled
ntroll  Access 1937-1946 Access 2P °?? [Liberal] yes pre
edacc Highways Highways
esshig
hways
regula Does the state
tion__ . require that
bicycl ?Cyc‘le demetS 1985-2014 people use P77 Liberal yes full
e_hel A helmets while
mets on bicycles?
Does the state

regula .

. require the
tion_

usage of seat
1984-2014 belts (cither fddd Liberal yes full
primary or

mand Mandatory Seat
atory_ Belts
seatbe

secondary
Its y

enforcement)?



regula

tion__

motor Motorcycle ' 19672014
cycle_ helmets required

helme

ts

regula
tion_

d
man Mandatory Car

1945-1986
Insurance

atory_
car_in
suran

ce

Welfare and Health Care Policies

Z_SSi_

afdc_f AFDC -

amilie Benefits for 1936-1992
s_pay Average Family

ments

afdc_ AFDC-UP

1961-1
up Policy 961-1990

Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

Does the state
require the
usage of
helments by
people on

°rr Liberal

motorcycles?

Does the state
require drivers 335 Li

. 2P iberal
to obtain car

insurance?

What is the

average level of

benefits per

family under

the Aid for Liberal Liberal
Families with

Dependent

Children

program?

What is the
average level of
benefits under
the Aid for
Families with
Dependent
Children
program?

Liberal Liberal

yes

yes

full

pre

watch

watch
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Z_SSi_
blind_
paym
ents

Z_SSi_
disabl
ed_pa
yment
s

Z_SSi_
blind_
paym
ents_
post19
65

Aid to Blind -
Payments per 1936-1965
Recipient

Aid to Disabled
- Payments per ~ 1951-1965
Recipient

Aid to Blind -
Payments per 1966-1972
Recipient

Aid to Disabled
- Payments per ~ 1966-1972
Recipient

Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

What is the
average
monthly
payment per Liberal Liberal
recipient for the

permanently

blind or
disabled?

What is the
average
monthly
payment per Liberal Liberal
recipient for the

permanently

blind or
disabled?

What is the

average

monthly

payment per

recipient for the Liberal Liberal
permanently

blind or

disabled?

(post-1965)

What is the

average

monthly

payment petr

recipient for the Liberal Liberal
permanently

blind or

disabled?

(post-1965)

pre

pre

pre

pre
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x_chi
p_chil
dren

x_chi
p_infa
nts

Z_SSi_
ga_pa
yment
s_per
_case

Z_SSi_
ga_pa
yment
s_per
_recip
ient

x_chi
p_pre
gnant
wome

CHIP -
Eligibility Level ~ 1988-2012
for Children

CHIP -
Eligibility Level ~ 1998-2012
for Infants

General
Assistance 1937-1963
Payments Per

Case

General
Assistance 1964-1980
Payments Per

Recipient

CHIP -
Eligibility Level
for Pregnant
Women

1998-2012

Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

What is the
CHIP eligibility
level for
children?

What is the
CHIP eligibility
level for
infants?

What is the
average
monthly
payment per
case for general
assistance (an
eatly form of
welfare)?

What is the
average
monthly
payment petr
recipient for
general
assistance (an
early form of
welfare)?

What is the
CHIP eligibility
level for
pregnant
women?

222

°e?

Liberal

Liberal

°e?

°?? [Liberal]

r?? [Liberal]

Liberal

Liberal

?? [Liberal]

watch

watch

pre

pre

watch
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Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

x_chi ‘
p_pre Medicaid - Wha't 15. the
nant  Eligibility for Medicaid

wome Pregnant

for pregnant
n_pre Women preg

bba women?
What is the
Z_SSi_ average
old_a Old, Age monthly
Assistance - . .
gepa e 1936-1965 payment per Liberal Liberal pre
yment Y p recipient per

Recipient o
s P recipient for old

age assistancer

What is the
Z_SSi_ average
old_a Old Age monthly
ge_pa  Assistance - 1965-1972 paymentper 1 iberal Liberal pre
yment Payments per recipient per
s_pos Recipient recipient for old
11965 age assistance?
(post-1965)
Does the state
provide
boeh . pharmaceutical
mke Senior coverage or
~  Prescription 1975-2001 s P27 Liberal yes watch
snrpr assistance for
Drugs .
esc seniors who do
not qualify for
Medicaid?
medic
aid_st State Adontion Does the state
atead ¢ CCOPHOR 966 1983 have a Medicaid  Liberal Liberal yes pre
] of Medicaid
optio program?



Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

What is the
average
z_tanf monthly level
_pay  TANF - Average of benefits per
ments Payments per 2006-2010 family under Liberal Liberal watch
petfa  Family the Temporary
mily Aid for Needy
Families
program?

What is the
initial eligibility
level for

2 tanf benefits for a
_i_nitia TANF - Initial 1996-2013 family of three
R Eligibility Level under the
lelig .
Temporary Aid
for Needy

Families

°e? °r? watch

Program?

What is the
maximum level
of benefis
under the
Temporary Aid
1990-2013 for Needy Liberal Liberal watch
Families

z_tanf
_max TANF - Max
paym  Payments

ent
program for a

family of three
with no
income?

Womens' Rights Policies



gende
rright
s_gen
der_e
qual_

pay

gende
rright
s_era_
ratific
ation

gende
rright
s_jury
_servi
ce

gende
rright
s_stat
e_eras

gende
rright

s_gen
der_di
scrimi
nation
_laws

Equal Pay For
Females

Equal Right
Amendment
Ratified

Jury Service for
Women

State Equal
Rights Law

Gender
Discrimination
Laws

1936-1972

1972-2014

1936-1967

1971-2014

1961-1964

Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

Does the state
have a law
providing for
equal pay for
women working
in the same job?

Has the state
ratified the

Equal Rights
Amendment?

Can women
serve on juries?

Has the state
passed a state-
level equivalent
to the Equal
Rights
Amendment?

Does the state
ban hiring
discrimination
on the basis of
gender?

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

r?? [Liberal]

Conservative

Liberal

Liberal

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

pre

full

pre

full

pre
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gende
rright
s_gen
der_di
scrimi
nation
_laws
_postl
964

gende
rright
s_nof
ault_d
ivorce

Gender
Discrimination 1965-2014
Laws

(post-1964)

No Fault

1966-201
Divorce 966-2014

Liberal and Conservative indicators (codebook)
From: Correlates of State Policy Project, v1.12

Does the state

ban hiring

discrimination . .

. Liberal Liberal
on the basis of
gender?

(post-1964)

Do states have
a no-fault Liberal
divorce policy?

Conservative

yes

yes

full

full
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